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Show  Calendar 

Coin  show  chairmen  are  invited  to  send  announcements  of  upcoming  coin  shows  in 
the  Wisconsin  area.  Our  Calendar  will  assist  collectors  and  dealers  in  planning 
their  show  attendance  and  avoid  date  conflicts.  Dates  will  be  listed  up  to  12 
months  in  advance.  Please  include: 

Official  name  of  show; 

Location  where  the  show  will  be  held,  including  dates  and  times;  and 
Show  or  Bourse  Chairman's  name,  address  and  phone  number. 

Send  information  to  Ruth  Ann  Phillips,  3329  Wells  Avenue,  Madison,  WI  53714. 


POND  DU  LAC,  WI  - SEPTEMBER  11,  1994 

Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club.  American  Legion  Bldg.,  500  Fond  du  Lac  Avenue. 
Cnaiman:  Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club,  P.O.  Box  952,  Fond  du  Lac,  WI  54935. 

ROCKFORD,  IL  - SEPTEMBER  25,  1994 

Rockford  Coin  Club's  Fall  Show.  Ramada  Inn  - Hoffman  House,  7550  E.  State 
Street,  Rockford,  IL.  Chairman:  Ralph  Winquest,  1004  C Street,  Rockford,  IL 
61107. 


MILWAUKEE,  WI  - SEPTEMBER  30-OCTOBER  2,  1994 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  60th  Anniversary  Show.  MECCA  Convention 
Center.  4th  & Kilbourn.  Chairman:  Robert  Rehfeld,  3236  N.  104th  Street, 
Wauwatosa,  WI  53226.  1-414-7740601  or  1-414-541-7028. 

OCONOMOWOC,  WI  - OCTOBER  16,  1994 

Cooney  Numismatists  and  Philatelists  LTD.  24th  Coin  & Stamp  Show.  Oconomowoc 
Community  Center,  324  West  Wisconsin  Avenue.  Bourse  Chairman:  Rick  Dama,  N58 
W35442  Carriage  Ct. , Oconomowoc , WI  53066.  9-5. 

SHEBOYGAN,  WI  - OCTOBER  22,  1994 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club's  Coin  & Baseball  Card  Show.  Sheboygan  Amory,  516 
Broughton  Drive,  Sheboygan.  Chairman:  Ed  Rautmann,  1652  Riverdale  Avenue, 
Sheboygan,  WI  53081. 

GREEN  BAY,  WI  - OCTOBER  23,  1994 

Nicolet  Coin  Club's  35th  Annual  Fall  Show.  Midway  Motor  Lodge,  780  Packer 
Drive,  Green  Bay.  Chairman:  Roger  A.  Bohn,  1345  Ponderosa  Avenue,  Green 
Bay,  WI  54313. 
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MILWAUKEE,  WI  - APRIL  27-30,  1995 

Central  States  Numismatic  Society 
Spring  Convention.  MECCA,  500  W. 
Kilboum  St.  at  4th  Street. 
Chairman:  Dick  Grinolds , P.O.  Box 
18002,  Minneapolis,  MN  55418.  This 
show  is  being  hosted  by  the 
following  clubs.  The  Milwaukee 
Numismatic  Society,  South  Shores 
Coin  Club  and  the  Numismatists  of 
Wisconsin. 

MADISON,  WI  - MAY  7,  1995 

Madison  Coin  Club's  63rd  Coin  Show. 
Holiday  Inn  West,  1313  John  Q. 
Hammons , Middleton , WI . Chairman : 
Kevin  Doyle,  5 North  Western  Avenue, 
Deerfield,  WI  53531. 
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MINNESOTA  SHOW  CALENDAR 

WINONA  - OCTOBER  9,  1994 

Winona  Area  Coin  Club.  American 
Legion  Memorial  Club,  265  East  Third 
Street.  Chairman:  Jerry  Swanson, 

P.O.  Box  565,  Rochester,  MN  55903. 

ROCHESTER  - NOVEMBER  13,  1994 

Rochester  Coin  Club's  Fall  Southern 
Minnesota  Coin  and  Stamp  Show. 
Radisson  Plaza  Hotel , 150  South 

Broadway.  Chairman:  Jerry  Swanson, 
P.O.  Box  565,  Rochester,  MN  55903. 

************************************ 


ILLINOIS  SHOW  DATE 

LAKE  VILLA,  IL  - OCTOBER  30,  1994 

Antioch  & Indian  Hill  Coin  Clubs 
Show.  Lake  Villa  VFW  Hall,  130  E. 
Grand  Avenue . Chairman : Mike 

Hanninen,  2400  Horeb  Avenue,  Zion, 
IL  60099.  (1-708-872-2725). 

************************************ 

************************************ 

DEADLINE 

The  Winter  issue  of  the  NOW  NEWS 
will  be  NOVEMBER  15,  1994. 

Please  have  your  information  to  me 
by  that  date. 

I ' m running  low  on  stories  and 
articles  for  the  book.  PLEASE  HELP. 

************************************ 

************************************ 
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RAMBLINGS: 

My  wife,  Alice  and  I recently 
returned  from  a 10,000  mile  canping 
trip  to  Alaska  and  the  Canadian 
Northwest.  It  was  a very  enjoyable 
journey  with  spectacular  scenery  and 
great  salmon  fishing. 

Ihe  Alaska  Highway,  built 
during  World  War  II,  is  still  under 
construction.  Most  of  it  is  hard 
surface  now  but  the  last  75  miles  in 
Yukon  Territory  before  the  Alaskan 
Border  was  worse  than  any  road  in 
Wisconsin,  including  logging  trails. 
A native  said  it  was  the  worst  in 
over  20  years.  Ihe  main  reason  is 
that  in  Wisconsin  we  don't  have  to 


We  visited  several  interesting 
museums  including  the  University  of 
Alaska  Museum  at  Fairbanks . Of 
numismatic  interest  was  a very  large 
denomination  note  - Hie  U.S. 
Treasury  Warrant  in  amount  of 
$7,200,000.00  signed  by  Treasury 
Secretary  Spinner  for  the  purchase 
of  Alaska  from  Russia  in  1867.  This 
note  was  labeled  "Replica"  but  it 
sure  looked  original  to  me.  Also  on 
display  were  Varins  Binges  and  other 
tokens  and  script  as  well  as  Indian 
and  Eskimo  trade  items. 

On  our  return  trip  we  decided 
to  take  the  Thy  lor  Highway  to  avoid 
the  bad  stretch  of  the  Alaska 
Highway . Ihe  Taylor  Highway 
connects  with  the  Top  of  the  World 
Highway  at  the  Yukon  Border  and 
calling  this  pot  holed  dirt  road  a 
highway  is  like  grading  a VG  s- 
VDB  AV.  however,  both  roads  are  very 
scenic  and  the  Top  of  the  World 
Highway  was  a very  well  maintained 
gravel  road. 

At  Dawson  City,  Yukon  Territory 
we  camped  and  panned  a few  flecks  of 
gold  on  Bonanza  Creek  near  its 
confluence  with  the  Klondike  and 
Yukon  Rivers . The  Klondike  Gold 
region  is  very  historic  and 
interesting  and  well  worth  the  extra 
effort. 


build  roads  on  PERMAFROST. 


Tom  Fruit 

************************************ 


NEW  STANDARD  GUIDE  DEVOTED  EXCLUSIVELY  TO  U-S.  SMALL-SIZE  PAPER  MONEY 


Collectors  of  small-size  U.S.  paper  money  now  have  an  up-to-date,  handy,  and 
comprehensive  reference  devoted  exclusively  to  the  subject. 

T'ie  Standard  Guide  to  Small-Size  U.S.  Paper  Money,  1928  to  Date 
contains  current  values  in  up  to  two  grades  of  condition  and  important 
historical  information  in  its  336  pages  (soft  cover,  6 inches  by  9 inches). 
It  was  written  by  paper  money  authorities  Dean  Oaks  and  John  Schwartz  with 
special  contributions  from  Michael  Crabb,  Peter  Huntoon,  and  Bernard  Schaaf. 

The  book  is  based  on  the  out-of-print  STANDARD  HANDBOOK  OF  MODERN 
UNITED  STATES  PAPER  MONEY  by  Chuck  O'Donnell. 

Tnis  new  title  is  arranged  by  denomination  and  covers  every  small- 
size  issue  from  $1  to  $100,000.  Within  each  denomination,  notes  are 
arranged  by  class  — United  States,  or  legal-tender,  notes;  silver 
certificates;  gold  certificates;  Federal  Reserve  bank  notes;  Federal  Reserve 
notes;  and  national  bank  notes. 

The  book  also  includes  a special  insert  showing  the  seal  color 
variations  on  Series  1928  and  Series  1934  Federal  Reserve  notes.  The 
Treasury  seals  were  changed  frcxn  a dark  green  to  a vivid  yellow-green 
sometime  between  1930  and  1932. 


"The  change  to  the  yellow-green  color  was 
progressive,"  the  authors  write,  "and  col- 
lectors have  been  able  to  assemble  sets  of 
notes  showing  many  gradations  between  the  old 
green  and  newer  yellow-green  varieties." 

In  addition  to  regular  issues,  the  stand- 
ard guide  covers  "mules"  (notes  with  a small- 
size  check  number  on  one  side  and  a large-size 
check  number  on  the  other ) , experimental  notes 
and  series  for  North  Africa  and  Hawaii.  Infor- 
mation on  grading,  subtle  design  changes  in 
Federal  Reserve  notes,  serial  numbers,  blocks 
groups,  plate  position  letters,  plate  numbers, 
check  numbers,  and  label  sets  can  prove  valua- 
ble in  acquiring  pieces  for  a collection. 

The  STANDARD  GUIDE  TO  U.S.  PAPER  MONEY, 
1928  to  DATE  can  be  purchase  from  numismatic 
bcok  dealers  or  directly  from  the  publisher 
for  $24.95  plus  $2.50  shipping.  Write:  Krause 
Publications,  Book  Department  NR,  700  E.  State 
Street,  Iola,  WI  54990-0001. 


NEW  ZEALAND  ISSUES  FIRST  EVER  BI-METAL  COIN 


1994  New  Zealand  Proof  Set 
Struck  by  the  British  Royal  Mint 


New  Zealand's  very  first  bi-metal  coin  has  been  struck  by  the  British 
Royal  Mint,  authorized  by  the  Reserve  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  The  fifty  cent 
coin  depicts  Captain  Cook's  ship  "The  Endeavour"  which  has  previously 
appeared  on  New  Zealand's  circulating  coinage  as  recently  as  1993,  also  with 
a value  of  fifty  cents.  An  extremely  limited  mintage  of  only  500  gold 
Proofs  has  been  approved  and  has,  in  fact,  already  sold  out.  But  the  coin 
also  appears  in  the  1994  Proof  Set  struck  in  aluminum  bronze  with  an  outer 
ring  of  sterling  silver  - mintage  10,000  sets,  while  in  the  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  Set,  also  available,  the  outer  ring  is  struck  in  cupro  nickle  - 
mintage  16,000  sets. 

"The  Endeavour"  was  not  the  usual  frigate,  but  a 360  ton  North  Sea  coal 
"cat"  familiar  to  Cook  from  his  hears  as  an  apprentice  seaman,  when  he 
worked  on  the  ships  that  carried  coal  from  north-east  England  to  London.  In 
preparing  for  his  first  voyage  to  the  South  Pacific  Cook  made  the  choice  of 
ship  deliberately:  "their  kind  are  roomly  and  will  afford  the  advantages  of 
stowing  and  carrying  a large  quantity  of  provisions,  so  necessary  on  such 
voyages".  Since  the  crew  and  a scientific  group  led  by  botanist  Joseph 
Banks  totaled  94,  the  decision  was  a good  one. 

"The  Endeavour"  featured  on  the  1994  bi-metal  coin  is  the  design 
originally  created  by  the  late  James  Berry  for  New  Zealand's  first  decimal 
50  cent  coin.  The  diameter  of  31.75mm.  is  common  to  all  three  versions  of 
the  coin.  The  inner  portion  of  the  gold  Proof  is  struck  in  22  karat  (916.6 
Au)  while  the  outer  ring  is  9-carat  white  gold.  The  total  weight  of  the 
piece  is  22.50  grams.  The  weight  of  the  coin  included  in  the  Proof  Set, 
which  has  an  inner  ring  of  aluminum-bronze  and  an  outer  ring  of  sterling 
(.925)  silver,  is  13.05  grams,  while  the  Brilliant  Uncirculated  coin,  also 
with  an  aluminum-bronze  core,  has  an  outer  ring  of  cupro-nickel  and  weighs 
13.0  grams. 

Orders  and  inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  the  British  Royal  Mint, 
P.O.  Box  772570,  Woodside,  NY  11377-2570. 


By  William  Brandimore 


The  belief  that  the  owl  is  a wise  old  bird 
is  not  a new  one.  The  owl  appears  on 
Athenian  silver  coins  of  the  5th  century 
before  Christ  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
head  of  Athena,  the  patron  goddess  of 
Athens.  The  connection  between  the  owl 
and  Athena  is  based  on  the  Greek  legend 
that  every  night  the  owl  flew  around  the 
world  in  order  to  bring  the  news  of  the 
day  back  to  Athena. 


The  coin,  as  illustrated,  features  Athena 
on  the  obverse  wearing  a crested  helmet 
decorated  with  3 olive  leaves  and  a floral 
scroll.  The  inquisitive  owl  on  the 
reverse  has  a sprig  of  olive  and  a 
crescent  moon  behind  it.  The  olive  on 
both  sides  of  the  coin  probably  refers  to 
the  fact  that  olive  oil  was  the  city's  chief 
agricultural  export.  The  crescent  moon 
commemorates  Athens’  naval  victory 
over  the  Persians  at  Salamis  in  480  B.C. 
This  battle  was  fought  during  the  last 
quarter  of  the  moon.  The  Greek  lettering 


on  the  right,  or  front  of  the  owl,  spells 
out  Athens. 

The  time  in  which  the  “owl”  was  minted 
was  the  “golden  age”  of  Athens,  as  Athens 
was  at  that  time  the  most  prosperous  and 
powerful  city  in  Greece.  The 
tetradrachm  “owl”  coins  became  the 
monetary  standard  for  the  western 
Mediterranean  world.  Weighing  17.20 
grams  of  almost  pure  silver  they 
traveled  widely  and  hoards  of  them  have 
been  uncovered  throughout  the  ancient 
world.  Collectors  prize  them  as  a piece 
of  history  and  as  a reflection  of  the 
beautiful  artistry  found  on  ancient  Greek 
coins. 

The  rich  silver  mines  of  the  area  gave 
great  wealth  to  the  Athenians  and  allowed 
them  to  dominate  and  preserve  their 
world.  These  were  the  Pangaeus  mines  in 
the  north  and  the  nearby  silver  deposits 
of  Laurium,  30  miles  to  the  south 
(hence,  the  name  for  that  city  in 
Michigan’s  upper  peninsula  copper 
country).  The  mines  played  a crucial 
role  in  world  history  as  they  provided 
the  financing  for  the  battle  of  Salamis,  as 
commemorated  on  the  “owl”,  enabling 
the  Greeks  to  “build  a wall  of  wood” 
around  their  lands. 

In  a continuation  of  earlier  efforts  by 
Cyrus  the  Great,  Darius  and  finally 
Xerxes,  the  Persians  sought  to  conquer 
the  Greeks  and  extend  the  fabulous 
Persian  empire  into  the  West. 

Following  a heroic  delaying  action  at 
Thermopylae,  and  the  burning  of  Athens 
by  unopposed  Persians,  Themistocles 
convinced  the  rest  of  the  Greeks  to 
attempt  to  confront  the  Persian  fleet  in 
the  narrow  bay  between  the  mainland  and 
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the  island  of  Salamis.  Here  mighty 
Xerxes  set  up  a throne  to  watch  the  battle 
after  being  duped  by  an  "escaped”  slave 
who  brought  Xerxes  a message  that  the 
frightened  Greek  fleet  was  about  to  flee. 
Fighting  with  the  determination  of  a free, 
liberty  loving  people;  although  in 
smaller  ships,  and  outnumbered  three  to 
one,  the  Greeks  used  audacity,  agility  and 
rams  to  dart  among  the  Persians,  ram 
their  ships,  smash  their  oars  and  leave 
them  helpless  in  the  water. 

Xerxes  withdrew  leaving  300,000  men 
under  his  general  Mardonius  to  occupy 
Thessaly.  A year  later  these  forces  were 
driven  from  Greece  and  the  remaining 
Persian  fleet  was  defeated  again,  freeing 
the  Ionian  cities.  Salamis  was  a crucial 
battle  in  world  history,  as  it  ended 
dreams  of  conquest  in  Europe  by  the 
Persians  and  allowed  the  continued 
development  of  our  Western  civilization 
through  the  inspiration  of  Greek  culture 
and  their  ideals  of  liberty  and 
government. 

Following  the  defeat  of  the  Persians  in 
480  B.C.,  the  Athenians  proceeded  to 
dominate  the  western  Mediterranean. 

This  domination  continued  until  the 
Greeks  fought  the  Peloponnesian  War 
among  themselves.  At  it’s  conclusion  in 
404  B.C.  Athens  surrendered  to  Sparta 
and  her  fortifications  were  dismantled. 
Although  rising  to  become  a power  again 
in  the  4th  century  B.C.,  Athens  never 
again  gained  the  dominance  of  her  “golden 
age  . 

As  you  can  see,  the  power  of  numismatics 
lies  in  the  stories  that  these  little  pieces 
of  metal  preserve  for  our  wonderment 
and  inspiration...  even  to  the  present  day. 


Call  for  NOW 
Nominations 


In  accordance  with  Article  1,  Section  1, 

of  the  NOW  Bylaws,  a call  for 

nominations  of  officers  shall  be  made  in 

the  Fall  issue  of  NOW  News. 

*** 

All  nominations  must  be  made  in  writing 
by  a regular  or  life  member  of  NOW. 
Nominees  must  be  paid-up  members  of 
Numismatists  of  Wisconsin. 

Every  member  should  exercise  this  key 
franchise  of  membership.  Grass  roots 
involvement  in  our  organization  means 
your  representatives  will  implement 
YOUR  ideas.  Officers  whose  terms  expire 
are: 

Board  of  Governors 
Dick  Anderson 
Ron  Calkins 
Peter  Phillips 
Robert  VanRyzin 

Nominations  will  close  November  1, 
1994.  Please  send  your  nominations  to: 

Ron  Calkins 

NOW  Secretary/Treasurer 
P.O.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 

N.O.W. 

Board 


CAPITAL  HIGHLIGHTS 
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1790  The  second  session  of  the  First  Gongress  passes  the  "Residence  Act" 
authorizing  a permanent  seat  for  the  Federal  Government.  Congress  decides 
to  move  the  Government  first  to  a temporary  location  in  Philadelphia,  and 
ten  years  later  to  a new  federal  city  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  River. 

March  14,  1792  A competition  to  select  a design  for  the  Capital  is 

announced  in  major  newspapers  of  the  day.  A $500  prize  is  offered  for  the 
winning  entry. 

April  5,  1793  Dr.  Thorton's  design  for  a domed  Capital  is  chosen. 

May  1829  The  Capital,  based  on  Dr.  Thorton's  design  is  completed. 

1832  Running  water  is  piped  into  the  Capital. 

June  1851  Thomas  U.  Walter  is  appointed  Architect  of  the  Capital 

Extension.  He  spends  the  next  14  years  overseeing  the  vast  enlargement  of 
the  building. 

Christmas  Eve  1851  A fire  destroys  much  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  then 
located  in  the  Capital. 

December  2,  1863  The  dome  is  competed  and  the  final  section  of  the  Statue 
of  Freedom  — the  head  and  shoulders  — is  lifted  into  place. 

1874  The  first  elevator  is  installed  in  the  Senate  wing.  Frederick  Law 
Olmsted  is  selected  to  landscape  the  Capital  grounds. 

1880  The  first  electric  lighting  is  installed  in  the  Capital.  By  the 

turn  of  the  century  the  Capital  is  completely  electrified. 

1891  An  electric  bell  system  is  installed  in  the  Capital  to  call  Members 
to  the  floor. 

1909  Four-wheel  Studebakers  and  subway  cars  are  used  to  shuttle  Senator 

between  the  Capital  and  their  office  building  by  means  of  an  underground 
tunnel. 

1920  Air  conditioning  is  installed  in  the  House  and  Senate  chambers. 

1956  Authorization  is  secured  to  extend  the  East  Front,  inproving  the 

appearance  of  the  Capital's  exterior. 

1970s  Wheelchair  ramps  and  bathroom  facilities  for  the  physically 

disabled  are  installed. 


continued  on  page  13. 


So  You  Want  to  Be  a 
Coin  Collector?  ... 


By  Glendora  Hauger  WWNA 

Our  family  only  recently  got  into 
collecting  coins.  It  happened  14  years 
ago  when  my  husband  and  I retired  from 
our  jobs  in  the  Twin  Cities 
(Minneapolis)  area  and  moved  to  a small 
town  in  northwestern  Wisconsin.  In 
meeting  our  neighbors,  we  found  that 
many  of  them  were  members  of  the 
Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Club,  and 
we  were  invited  to  attend  meetings.  We 
did  --  and  now  have  been  members  all 
these  years. 

Our  coin  club  is  fortunate  in  that  at  least 
7 members  are  professional  coin 
collectors,  are  very  knowledgeable  and 
willing  to  share  their  expertise  with  the 
rest  of  us.  One  of  the  goals  of  the  club  has 
been  continuing  education;  consequently, 
many  of  the  meetings,  which  convene 
once  a month,  are  turned  over  to  a good 
speaker,  followed  by  question-and- 
answer  sessions. 

There  are  Two  Basic  Types  of 
Coin  Collectors 

First,  there  is  the  NUMISMATIST,  a 
person  who  actively  participates  in  the 
science  of  numismatics.  The  study  of 
coins  and  the  history  and  circumstances 
surrounding  them.  The  “true 
numismatist”  derives  pleasure  from 
studying  his  coins  without  serious 
concern  for  their  premium  value  (worth 
exceeding  a coin’s  face  value)  or  lack  of 
it. 
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The  INVESTOR,  on  the  other  hand,  is  an 
entirely  different  breed.  His  main 
objective  is  to  increase  his  own  welfare 
by  temporarily  using  his  assets  of  time 
and  money  in  an  area  he  feels  will  give 
him  a good  return.  Compare  it  with  real 
estate,  securities,  a good  education,  etc. 

How  Do  We  Form  a Collection? 

Even  if  you  aren’t  earning  a steady 
income  (and  most  people  in  the  Fishbowl 
Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Club  are  retirees), 
or  don’t  have  a lot  of  extra  money  to 
invest,  one  can  easily  maintain  a coin 
collection.  A few  coins  saved  in  a coin 
folder  is  just  as  much  a coin  collection  as 
those  elaborate  masterpieces  sold  for 
thousands  of  dollars  each  year. 

First,  decide  which  denomination(s) 
your  collection  will  include.  Perhaps  at 
the  beginning  it  may  be  wise  to  collect 
only  one  denomination.  Then  as  your 
interest  increases,  you  can  expand  the 
collection  to  include  other  areas.  It  is  so 
satisfying  to  have  one  or  more  completed 
or  nearly  completed  sets  than  several 
nearly  completed  sets,  and  completed  sets 
are  much  easier  to  sell  than  one  which 
has  many  coins  missing. 

In  our  club  we  have  serious  collectors, 
collecting  old  silver  dollars,  Canadian 
coins,  dimes,  pennies,  and  old,  old  coins 
that  have  a particular  historical  story 
behind  them.  One  of  our  members  has 
kept  all  the  wooden  nickel  coins  that  the 
club  has  put  out  yearly  and  has  them 
carefully  stored  in  books. 


There  Are  Many  Kinds  of  Coin 
Collections 

1 ) A TYPE  collection.  It  doesn’t  matter 

what  year  or  mint-mark,  only  that 
the  coins  have  the  same  design 
characteristics,  (e.g.  a set  of  coins 
all  designed  by  the  same  artist,  or  a 
collection  of  coins  all  struck  in  the 
same  alloy). 

2 ) A SERIES  collection.  The  coins  are 

collected  and  arranged  by  year,  the 
object  being  to  maintain  at  least  one 
specimen  from  every  year  that  the 
series  was  minted,  (e.g.  a complete 
series  collection  of  Lincoln-head 
cents  would  contain  coins  bearing  85 
different  dates  [1909-1994]). 

3 ) The  MINT  collection  containing  only 

coins  struck  at  the  same  mint.  A 
mint  collection  could  include  coins  of 
any  denomination  as  long  as  they  are 
from  the  same  mint. 

4 ) FOREIGN  COINS.  Such  a collection 

could  start  with  a handful  of  coins 
left  over  from  a trip  to  Europe, 
Canada  or  Mexico:  Perhaps  you  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  have 
inherited  Roman  Family  coins, 
Biblical  coins  or  Medieval  coins. 

5)  COMMEMORATIVES.  These  are  a 
type  of  coin  made  to  mark  important 
occasions,  issued  by  countries, 
companies  or  organizations.  The  sky 
is  the  limit  when  it  comes  to 
commems,  and  how  far  you  go  i 
collecting  them  is  limited  only  by  the 
space  you  have  in  which  to  store 
them. 

continued  on  page  12. 


And  consider  also... 

U.S.  gold  coins,  U.S.  paper  currency, 
political  tokens,  colonial  or  continental 
coins  (making  a study  of  these  will  gain 
for  you  a terrific  history  of  the  U.S.) 
and  error  coins.  Mint  error  collecting  is 
one  of  the  most  specialized  on  which  to 
concentrate. 

Whichever  type  of  collection  you  have, 
make  it  as  interesting  and  as  challenging 
as  you  can.  It  all  depends  on  just  how 
much  time  and  money  you  are  willing  to 
devote  to  your  hobby.  For  instance,  if 
you  decide  to  collect  silver  quarters  or 
other  coins  that  you  may  have  to  buy 
from  dealers,  be  prepared  to  invest  a 
moderate  amount  of  money  in  order  to 
complete  your  collection.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  you  have  decided  to  collect  Lincoln- 
head  cents  (as  does  this  writer)  or  some 
other  series  with  many  of  the  different 
issues  still  in  circulation,  you  could 
probably  build  a very  respectable 
collection  for  only  a few  dollars. 

Coins  in  good  condition  are  beautiful 
(what  is  prettier  than  a brand  new  mint 
condition  dollar?)  There  is  also  beauty 
and  historical  significance  in  what  the 
artist  has  designed.  The  artists  and  their 
designs  are  very  carefully  chosen  by  the 
U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Mint. 

Don’t  get  carried  away.  Start  small  so 
that  if  you  decide  not  to  continue  you  will 
not  be  stuck  with  coins  and  supplies  that 
you  may  have  to  get  rid  of  at  a loss. 

Determining  Value  of  Your  Coins 

Find  a dependable  and  honest  dealer  and 
work  closely  with  such  in  buying,  selling 
and  trading  coins.  If  possible,  join  a coin 
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club  in  your  locality  and  keep  yourself 
up-to-date  on  what  is  going  on  in  the  coin 
world.  There  are  many  find  weekly  and 
monthly  coin  newspaper  or  magazines  on 
the  market.  If  you  are  not  able  to  afford 
your  own  subscription,  the  local  library 
has  at  least  one. 

Grading:  Much  has  been  written  the 
last  few  years  about  grading  coins.  The 
big  investors  in  the  American  Coin 
Market  seem  to  want  only  coins  in  the 
highest  state  of  preservation.  So  if  you 
are  going  to  go  big-time  and  sell  coins 
into  this  market,  you  will  need  to  know 
where  your  coins  stand  on  the  scale  of 
condition.  A grading  system  has  been 
established  by  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  and  this  is  described,  with 
illustrations,  in  their  grading  guide. 

This  will  take  patience  and  research  on 
the  part  of  the  collector.  Find  an  honest 
dealer  to  work  with,  and  stick  with  that 
dealer  as  long  as  you  are  satisfied  with 
that  person’s  dealings.  Also,  remember, 
when  grading  a coin,  its  condition  can 
only  be  as  high  as  that  of  the  poorer  side. 


Portions  of  information  are  from: 
“Collecting  and  Investing  in  United  States 
Small  Coins”  by  Thomas  K.  Schmieder, 

1979 

Consumer  Guide  Periodical:  Coin  Finder, 

1980 

Hidden  Values  in  Coins"  by  Burton 
Hobson,  1965 


N.O.W. 


of  common  currency  to  circulate 
throughout  the  world,  from  China  and  the 
Pacific  to  India,  Africa  and  America. 


In  Africa,  cowries  were  more  generally 
used  as  money  in  the  early  days  than  any 
other  primitive  currency...  they  used 
the  white  and  yellow  Cypraea  moneta, 
imported  from  the  Maidive  islands,  and 
the  bluish  white  Cypraea  annulus  found 
on  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  shells  passed 
as  money  both  in  the  natural  form  and 
with  their  oval  backs  ground  down,  or 
perforated  so  they  could  be  more  easily 
strung  for  ornament.  The  primitive 
Africans  attributed  to  these  shells  the 
power  of  fertility  and  used  them 
extensively  to  decorate  their  clothing, 
implements  and  weapons. 

The  cowrie  had  all  the  features  required 
of  money...  it  was  portable,  durable, 
divisible,  recognizable  and  could  not  be 
counterfeited.  Their  value  depended  upon 
their  availability  and  in  the  early  days  2 
cowries  would  purchase  a wife  in  Uganda, 
but  by  1911  when  the  volume  of  the 
shell  currency  had  greatly  increased,  it 
required  2,000  to  purchase  a cow. 


References:  Odd  and  Curious,  Mort  Reed 
Strange  Money  of  the  World,  Phares  Sigler 


-13- 


1979  The  House  chamber  is  equipped  with  television  cameras,  allowing 
sessions  of  Congress  to  be  viewed  in  more  than  7 million  hones  across  the 
Nation  via  cable  television.  The  Senate  follows  suit  in  1986. 

September  -October  1993  The  Bicentennial  of  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone 
by  George  Washington  is  marked  by  a Masonic  reenactment.  The  restored 
statue  of  Freedom  is  returned  to  its  pedestal. 

September  9 , 1994  A commemorative  silver  dollar  celebrating  the  U.S. 
Capital  is  issued  by  the  United  States  Mint.  A $15  surcharge  from  the  sale 
of  each  coin  is  contributed  to  funds  for  the  construction  of  the  Capital 
Visitor  Center. 


NEW  COMMEMORATIVE  SILVER  DOLLAR  CELEBRATES  THE  U.S.  CAPITAL 


The  obverse  of  the  coin,  designed  by  Mint  Sculptor/Engraver  William  C. 
Cousins,  features  a view  of  the  Capital  dome.  A ring  of  thirteen  stars, 
representing  the  original  states,  encircles  the  statue  of  Freedom. 
"Liberty"  and  "In  God  We  Trust"  are  inscribed  to  the  left  of  the  dame. 

An  eagle,  shield  and  American  flags  are  portrayed  on  the  reverse  of  the 
coin,  as  they  appear  in  one  of  four  stained  glass  windows  installed  in  the 
grand  stairways  of  the  House  and  Senate  wings.  The  intricate  design  was 
executed  by  Mint  Sculptor/Engraver  John  Mercanti.  The  words  "United  States 
of  America"  and  "One  Dollar"  decorate  the  border  of  the  coin. 

The  proof  version  of  the  coins  will  be  minted  at  the  United  States  Mint 
in  San  Francisco,  California.  Uncirculated  coins  will  be  minted  at  the 
United  States  Mint  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

Coins  are  available  at  discounted  prices,  during  the  Pre-Issue  period 
of  September  9 - October  21,  1994.  In  accordance  with  congressional 
legislation,  once  mintage  levels  of  500,000  have  been  reached,  no  more  coins 
may  be  issued,  and  no  coins  can  be  minted  after  April  30,  1995. 

For  more  information  about  purchasing  the  U.S.  Capital  Commemorative 
Silver  Dollar  call  1-800-888-9911  or  write:  Customer  Service  Center,  United 
States  Mint,  10001  Aerospace  Road,  Lanham,  MD  20706. 
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a.n.a.  C.N.A  C S N.S. 

L.M.1888  16790  L.M.201 


Peter  W.  Phillips 

3329  Wells  Ave 
Madison,  Wl  53714 
(608)  244-7957 


N.O.W  ULNA  MOON  I.N.A.  M.C.C. 


BIG  BUYER 

For  nearly  20  years,  AVENUE  COINS  & JEWELRY  of  Appleton 
has  been  buying  coins  and  jewelry  from  thousands  of  people  all 
across  the  Midwest.  We  pay  STRONG  PRICES  and  have  a fine 
reputation  for  FAIR  DEALING.  Please  stoo  in  or  call  when  thinking 
of  selling  your  coins  or  jewelry  tor  a confidential  consultation. 
We  will  travel  to  buy  your  valuables. 

AVENUE  COINS  & JEWELRY  1-800-783-2646 

303  E.  College  Ave.  414-731-4740 

Appleton,  Wl  54911  Mon.  - Saturday 

Bob  Worachek  - Joe  Pankratz  - Larry  Rickert 

- 

: 

Wisconsin 
Civil  War  Tokens 

A complete  revision  of  Fuld,  with  over  1000  pho- 
tographs, new  rarity  guide,  historical  articles, 
prices,  more!  Only  $20  postpaid.  By  Rich  Hartzog. 

Rich  Hartzog  World  Exonumia  Press 
POB  4143BOT,  Rockford  IL  61110-0643 

J lames  9~f.  Medd 
Tofat  Collector 
1136  9^  Marfa  IS 
'Paris,  T?t38242 
901-644-9292 


Cash  lor  your  Cash 

Wisconsin  National  Bank  Notes 

C.  Keith  Edison 
(715)  926-5001 
P.  O.  Box  26 

Mondovi,  Wisconsin  54755 


BUSINESS  CARD  AD 


story  on  page  17. 
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I started  comparing  the  cent 
with  Sheldon's  1795  varieties.  Soon 
a light  bulb  lit  over  my  head.  It 
appeared  the  coin  matched  S-77  of 
1795.  That  was  fine,  I also  needed 
a '95,  but  I was  unsure  of  my 
attribution  abilities,  so  I sent  the 
coin  to  Rod  Widok  of  R & J Rare  Coin 
Gallery  in  Bloomingdale , IL  to  get 
his  opinion. 

Every  trip  to  the  mailbox  was 
fraught  with  tension  as  I awaited 
word  from  Rod.  Was  I Right?  Was  it 
really  a 1795  S-77?  Then,  one  day, 
there  it  was , an  envelope  with  Rod's 
letterhead . 

Yes,  Rod  confirmed  my 
attribution!  Even  neater,  this 
variety  is  listed  as  an  R-4  (rarity 
four).  This  means  there  are  less 
than  200  examples  known,  and  that 
the  coin  is  worth  about  what  I was 
originally  prepared  to  bid  for  it! 

*****★**•**************•*"*■************ 


KODAK  PROGRAMS  HELP  CHILDREN 

Tbe  Eastman  Kodak  Company  is 
hoping  to  expose  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  school  children  to 
photography  through  a new 
educational  program  called  "Using 
Cameras  In  the  Curriculum"  in  which 
each  student,  grades  one  through 
six,  will  receive  a single-use 
camera. 


Schools  are  selected  by  local 
photo  retailers  including  Ritz 
Camera  Center,  Osoo's  and  Sav- 
On  Drugs.  A separate  partnership 
with  Kmart  called  "It's  A Snap.  Our 
Beautiful  World"  involves  each  store 
choosing  one  second  grade  classroom. 
Almost  a quarter  million  students 
will  be  reached  through  the  Kmart 
promotion. 

Teachers  involved  in  "Using 
Cameras  In  The  Curriculum"  will 
receive  a Fun  Time  35  single- 
use camera  for  each  student,  one  35 
mm  Star  Camera,  a teaching  guide, 
poster  and  other  materials.  All 
lessons  encourage  parent  partici- 
pation. 

Photoprocessing  costs  may  be 
donated  by  the  retailer,  according 
to  Kodak. 

One  photo  plan  called  "Know 
Your  Community"  helps  students 
become  familiar  with  community 
organizations  by  taking  photos  of 
these  groups  and  sharing  the  photos 
with  classmates . This  gives 

teachers  a focal  point  for 
discussion. 

In  another  lesson  called 
"Reduce,  Reuse,  Recycle  - Picture 
It!"  students  learn  about  the 
environment  by  capturing  on  film 
local  pollution  problems  or  ways 
they  can  reduce , reuse  and  recycle 
in  their  homes.  Photos  then  allow 
students  to  discuss  the  situations 
in  their  classes. 


FROM:  THE  SILVER  INSTITUTE  LETTER. 
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MacPuter 


» Musings 

sfewe. 


“By  %pn  Calkins 


Labor  Day  weekend...  another 
summer's  come  (and  gone).  Just  got 
back  from  a Model  A Ford  tour  of  central 
Iowa  celebrating  the  Lincoln  Highway, 
which  was  the  first  trans-continental 
highway  (Highway  30,  set  up  in  1915  by 
tying  together  various  roads  across  the 
country)...  mostly  mud  and  gumbo  then. 
Setting  up  this  route  encouraged  paving. 
My  new  Model  A truck  arrived  in  July.  A 
depot  back  wooden  huckster. 

Congratulations! 

While  we  were  vacationing,  good  NOW 
friends,  Neva  and  Harold  Helm,  were 
celebrating  their  40th  anniversary. 

Fall  Shows 

The  calendar  still  lists  lots  of  coin  shows 
in  1994  - the  last  issue  of  the  News 
listed  3 in  September,  3 in  October  and 
2 in  November. 

Board  of  Governors  to  Meet 

President  Tom  Fruit  is  calling  for  a NOW 
Board  of  Governors  meeting  at  the 
Milwaukee  Society’s  60th  Anniversary 
Show  on  Saturday  morning,  October  1st, 
(probably  about  10:30).  We’ll  be 
discussing  plans  for  the  NOW  spring 
show  hosted  by  Racine,  March  5,  1995 
and  the  “BIG”  Central  States  show  in 
Milwaukee  on  April  27-30,  1995. 


Call  for  Nominations 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue,  note  the  call  for 
Nominations  to  our  Board  of  Governors. 
We  always  manage  to  get  good  and 
interested  nominees  willing  to  run.  Once 
a paid-up  member  of  NOW  is  nominated, 
we  send  a letter  asking  for  their 
acceptance  and  a short  bibliography,  then 
names  and  bios  are  published  so  NOW 
members  can  make  a knowledgeable 
selection...  (and  yes,  we  always  get 
nominees  who  are  not  NOW  members). 

Lost  Coin  Club 

We  have  again  lost  the  Janesville  Coin 
Club  - their  last  newsletter  came  back 
with  a notice  that  their  post  office  box 
was  closed.  They  originally  joined  NOW 
in  1963.  Please  remember,  if  you 
MOVE,  be  sure  to  let  NOW  know.  Since 
NOW  News  is  published  just  4 times  a 
year,  your  forwarding  address  may 
expire  between  issues  and  you’ll  “get 
lost”  too. 

Attending  coin  shows  every  weekend 
was  a way  of  life  for  our  family  during 
the  mid-’60s.  I frequently  exhibited  my 
Wisconsin  Obsolete  Banknotes.  Virgil  and 
Daisy  Jackson  were  also  frequent 
exhibitors  and  they  encouraged  my  wife 
to  collect  something  --  coins,  currency, 
tokens...  One  day  the  Jacksons  gave  her 
two  Chicletts  that  had  been  given  to  them 
as  change  in  Mexico...  this  was  the 
beginning  of  an  interest  in  Odd  & Curious 
(“Funny  Money”)  that  continues  today. 
She’s  presently  working  on  an  Indian  and 
Post  Trader  Tokens  article  for  our 
newsletter,  which  hopefully  will  be  done 
in  the  near  future. 
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AUCTION  FIND  - SOME  THINGS  AREN'T  WHAT  THEY  APPEAR  TO  BE! 

By:  Patrick  E.  Babbitt  - WNWA 

We  go  to  a coin  auction  almost  every  month.  This  lets  us  meet  other 
collectors  and  look  for  old  copper  and  type  coins.  Before  the  sale  there  is 
time  to  inspect  the  coins,  so  we  look  them  over,  then  we  go  grab  a quick 
bite  to  eat  while  the  first  80  to  100  lots  of  foreign  coins  are  sold, 
returning  in  time  to  bid  on  lots  we  want.  Usually,  that  is. 

On  the  sale  list  it  was  billed  as  a 1794  large  cent.  At  first  glance 
that  was  what  it  appeared  to  be.  The  coin  was  worn  quite  smooth.  On  the 
obverse  the  head,  cap  and  "LIBERTY"  were  visible,  even  strong.  But,  for 
sane  reason,  there  was  more  wear  in  the  date  area  than  anywhere  else  on  the 
obverse.  All  there  was  beneath  the  bust  was  a vertical  line  in  the  right 
place  to  be  the  upright  of  a four. 

I wanted  that  cent . I'm  working  on  a date  set  of  large  cents , buying 
needed  dates  in  almost  any  condition  and  up-grading  later  as  better  pieces 
become  available.  I didn't  have  a 1794,  so  I made  up  my  mind  to  go  as  high 
as  $35.00  for  the  coin,  hoping  it  would  sell  for  much  less. 

We  went  to  lunch.  The  restaurant  was  more  crowded  than  usual  so  the 
service  was  slow.  When  they  finally  came  we  gulped  our  sandwiches  and 
rushed  back  to  the  sale  — too  late.  The  1794  had  just  been  sold,  we  soon 
learned  that  it  went  for  $5.00.  During  breaks  in  the  action  I let  other 
bidders  know  that  I would  be  pleased  to  offer  a quick  profit  to  the  buyer. 

After  the  sale  the  buyer  approached  me  and  soon  a deal  was  struck,  I 
gave  him  $15.00,  he  gave  me  the  coin.  We  were  both  well  satisfied  with  this 
arrangement . 

I took  the  coin  hone  and  tried  to  attribute  it  using  Penny  Whimsy  by 
William  Sheldon.  Admittedly,  I didn't  have  much  of  a coin  to  work  with, 
and  my  project  was  further  complicated  by  the  fact  that  Sheldon  recognizes 
64  different  die  varieties  for  1794.  Try  as  I might,  I couldn't  match  the 
cent  with  any  variety  in  the  book,  some  detail  always  didn't  jibe.  What  to 
do? 


It  finally  came  to  me.  "What  makes  me  so  sure  this  is  a 1794,"  I 
thought.  Sure,  what  little  I had  to  go  by  made  it  look  like  a 1794,  but  the 
date  area  was  very  worn. 


continued  on  page  15. 
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Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

The  objective  of  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  is  to  encourage 
and  promote  interest  in  numismatics,  to  cultivate  friendly 
relations  between  Wisconsin  coin  collectors  and  Wisconsin 
coin  clubs,  and  to  encourage  and  assist  new  numismatic 
hobbyists.  All  resources  of  the  organization  shall  be  used  to 
further  these  objectives. 


President 
Tom  Fruit 
3973  Redwood  Drive 
Pulaski,  WI  54162 

Vice  President 
Michael  Tramte 
1019  Alpine  Drive 
Green  Bay,  WI  54311 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Ron  Calkins 
P.O.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  WI  53560 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

Editor 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
3329  Wells  Avenue 
Madison,  WI  53714 

Past-President 
Fred  Borgmann 
Krause  Publications  Bldg. 
Iola,  WI  54990 

Bill  Brandimore 
1009  Nina  Avenue 
Wausau,  WI  54403 

Lee  Hartz 

5494  W.  Fairy  Chasm 

Brown  Deer,  WI  53223 

Dick  Anderson 

Rt.  #1,  Box  2529  Hidden  Ct. 

Neshkoro,  WI  54960 

Tom  Casper 
3581  S.  75th  Street 
Milwaukee,  WI  53220 

Bob  Korosec 
8307  W.  Becher  Street 
West  Allis,  WI  53219 

Ron  Calkins 
P.O.  Box  155 
Mazomanie,  WI  53560 

Rollie  Finner 

P.O.  Box  296 
Iola.WI  54945 

Randy  Miller 
P.O.  Box  254 
Oshkosh,  WI  54311 

Peter  Phillips 

3329  Wells  Avenue 
Madison,  WI  53714 

Harold  Helm 

1 19  W.  9th  Avenue 
Oshkosh,  WI  54901 

Nancy  Wilson 
P.O.  Box  27185 
Milwaukee,  WI  53227 

Robert  VanRyzin 
329-1/2  Granite  St. 
Waupaca,  WI  54981 

Have  a Problem  or  a Question? 

NOW  News 

Contact 

Coin  Show  calendar  listings 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 

Letters  to  the  Editor,  articles,  club  news 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 

Advertising,  rates,  billing,  ad  deadlines 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 

Future  NOW  convention  bids 

Ruth  Ann  Phillips 

General  comments,  questions,  complaints  or  suaqestions 

Tom  Fruit 

Membership 

New  Member  applications 

Ron  Calkins 

Dues  payment,  Membership  cards 

Ron  Calkins 

Failure  to  receive  NOW  News 

Ron  Calkins 
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HA, 


WI  - NOVEMBER  6, 


1994 


Kenosha  Coin  Club's  35th  Annual  Coin  and  Collectable  Show.  Holiday  Inn, 
5125  6th  Avenue,  Kenosha.  Chairman:  Jerome  Binsfeld,  Box  191,  Pleasant 
Prairie,  WI  53158. 


WEST  BEND,  WI  - NOVEMBER  12-13,  1994 

Kettle  Moraine  Coin  & Stamp  Fall  Show.  Paradise  Mall,  S.  Main  & Paradise 
Drive.  Chairman:  Ed  Pawlowski,  1245  Jefferson  Drive,  West  Bend,  WI  53095. 

MADISON,  WI  - NOVEMBER  20,  1994 

Madison  Fall  Show.  Holiday  Inn  West,  1313  John  Q.  Hammons  Drive,  Middleton, 
WI.  Chairman:  Len  Roosmalen,  702  N.  Midvale  Blvd.  Madison,  WI  53705. 

RACINE,  WI  - MARCH  5,  1995 

Racine  Numismatic  Society  57th  Annual  Coin  & Collectible  Show  in 
conjunction  with  NUMISMATISTS  OF  WISCONSIN'S  35th  Annual  Show.  Marriott, 
7111  Washington  Avenue,  (Highway  20)  9:30-4:00.  Chairman:  Jerry  Binsfeld, 
P.O.  Box  191,  Pleasant  Prairie,  WI  53158. 

WAUKESHA,  WI  - APRIL  2,  1995 

Waukesha  Coin  Club's  26th  Annual  Coin  & Collectible  Show.  Expo  Center 
Arena,  1200  Northview  Road.  Chairman:  Tern  Snyder,  801  Northveiw  Road, 

Waukesha,  WI  53188. 


APPLETON,  WI  - APRIL  9,  1995 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club's  40th  Annual  Spring  Show.  Holiday  Inn,  Corner  of 
Highway  41  and  West  College  Avenue.  Chairman:  James  Bayer,  P.O.  Box  1981, 

Appleton,  WI  54913. 


WAUSAU,  WI  - APRIL  23,  1995 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club's  Annual  Show.  Howard  Johnson's  2001  N. 
Mountain,  Highway  51  at  NN  exit.  Chairman:  Thad  Streeter,  5002  Tanya 
Street,  Schofield,  WI  54476. 


more  on  page  3. 
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Change  your  place  of  residence? 
Send  your  brand  new  address  to 
Secretary  Ron  Calkins  today! 


